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Conscious and Symbolic Okinawan Identity: The World-Wide Uchinanchu
Festival Survey Results from 2011 to 2022

NOIRI Naomi

University of the Ryukyus
(Sociology)

We discuss on the oversea Okinawan’s ethnic identity, examining the survey data of the
fourth, the fifth, the sixth and the seventh World-wide Uchinanchu Festival in 2011, 2016 and
in 2022 in this paper. Innate factors of Okinawan identity, especially “Born and grew up in
Okinawa” was decreased, while winning factors, especially “Subjectivity being an Okinawan

person” was increased. Only one increased innate factor was “Roots of ancestor”.

Keywords: *Worldwide Uchinanchu”, Oversea Okinawans, Okinawa identity
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